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The requirements for adopting a pet is an excellent question for everybody to consider when pondering a new addition to their family. It is easy to choose an adorable kitten or a frolicsome puppy because they are so loveable, but they do grow up and have many needs. Although there are a lot of things that should be reflected on prior to selecting a new animal the three main requirements I believe are affordability, safe environment and commitment.

One of the first things that I would ask a family considering a new pet is "Can you afford it?" Lets get real, animals can be very expensive at times. Some of the items that I have had to buy for my two dogs are leashes, food, toys, shots and shelter, like a dog house. Then there are surprises that can happen such as when my freckled dog Rudy (from the Humane Society) ate a 6"x 6" comer of our throw rug and had to have surgery to remove it! Affordability is a good thing to ask each family about, yet it is not the only or most important question there is.

Providing a safe environment for a new pet is another topic that needs to be contemplated in each home prior to getting a new animal. A safe environment is anything from a fenced yard or kennel to considering how your new addition will get along with children or other pets. For example, my Grandparents have three small dogs that are nice, but would not be safe to have around children because they tend to nip. Recently, we got a new feline from the Humane Society and we had to ask ourselves would she be safe with our two dogs and duck. It wasn't long after she came home that she ruled the house and dogs, but the duck is still the boss over all. Yes, having a safe environment for your four legged furry friend is important, but it is still not the most critical question to be asked.

Finally, the most important question of all to be asked of any person wanting to adopt a pet is, do they have the commitment, love and time to put towards their new dependent addition! Going to walk the dogs at the Humane Society, with my mom, helped me to realize that a lot of people do not have the time and commitment to put towards their animals. I don't think it is fair for the "Fidos and Garfields" to be put into a shelter, after being raised in a household, just because their family now doesn't have the time or energy for them. I myself have two dogs a cat and a duck all of which need lots of love and attention. Even though I may complain about taking care of my animals sometimes, I've learned that they were our choice to get and our responsibility to take care of. So when you are looking at that cute little kitten or puppy you must know you are responsible for it for the rest of its life!

I think requirements for animal adoption are necessary for both the pet and the person. Affordability and safe environment as well as commitment, love and time have to be considered before adoption takes place. The enjoyment that my pets have brought me have been worth all the money, safety considerations, love, commitment and time that I have spent and more. If you can provide all the essential needs that a furry fellow may have then you too will have a great experience and friend for life.

